Clinical use of serum c-erbB-2 in patients with ovarian masses.
The c-erbB-2 (Her-2/neu) gene product has a large extracellular domain (ECD) and part of which could be identified in the serum. We measured the serum level of c-erbB-2 ECD in 93 patients, who presented with ovarian masses, with an enzyme immunoassay test and an elevated level was found in 5.5, 16.7 and 38% of patients with benign, borderline and malignant ovarian neoplasms, respectively. This serum marker may reflect the overexpression of c-erbB-2 gene in tumor tissues, which is associated with poor prognosis. However, measurement of c-erbB-2 ECD when used alone or in combination with CA 125 is not useful in differentiating benign from malignant ovarian tumors.